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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC 8 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(b) as being anticipated by Beall et ah 
(USPN 4,824,121). 

Beall, in FIGS. 1-5, col. 2:48-67, col. 3:1-67 and col. 5:1-15, discloses a touch pad 
scoring apparatus for a dart game including a dart board and at least one dart, the touch pad 
scoring apparatus comprising: a housing; an electronic controller within the housing; a touch pad 
supported by the housing and having: a plurality of segments, and a plurality of sensors adapted 
to detect the presence of pressure applied to any one of the plurality of segments and to generate 
a signal corresponding to the segment to which pressure has been applied, the plurality of sensors 
being operatively connected to the controller; an electronic game memory operatively connected 
to the controller; and an electronic display operatively connected to the controller; whereby: 
pressure applied to at least one touch pad segment corresponding to a dart board segment struck 
by a thrown dart causes a score associated with the struck dart board segment to be electronically 
tracked by the game memory, and the controller causes a signal corresponding to the score to be 
output to the electronic display. Beall, in FIGS. 1-5, col. 2:48-67, col. 3:1-67, col. 4:1-55 and col. 
5:1-15, discloses the touch pad includes a graphical representation of the dart board and each of 
the touch pad segments corresponds directly to a segment of the dart board, the touch pad 
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segments are in the form of a plurality of input keys, the game memory is capable of tracking 
scores of multiple players through multiple rounds of a game of darts, a plurality of electronic 
displays and a plurality of control buttons. Beall, in FIGS. 1-5, col. 2:48-67, col. 3:1-67, col. 4:1- 
55, col. 5:1-15, col. 6:1-25 and col. 7:1-55, discloses the user may select one of a plurality of dart 
game variations using one of the plurality of control buttons, and wherein the controller and 
game memory are capable of tracking scores of multiple players in accordance with the rules of 
the selected dart game variation, a sound generator operatively connected with the controller; a 
sound memory storing information corresponding to at least one sound recording, the sound 
memory operatively connected to the controller; wherein the controller causes the at least one 
sound recording to be audibilized upon occurrence of a triggering event. Beall, in FIGS. 1-5, col. 
2:48-67, col. 3:1-67, col. 4:1-55, col. 5:1-15, col. 6:1-25 and col. 7:1-55, discloses the triggering 
event is initial activation of power to the touch pad scoring apparatus, a next turn control button, 
the next turn control button generating a signal to the controller indicating that a player's turn is 
complete, wherein the triggering event is activation of the next turn control button, at least one 
light, the at least one light is capable of emitting light of a plurality of different colors, each of 
the plurality of different colors corresponds to a different condition occurring in the course of the 
dart game and the at least one light is a light emitting diode. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to R. Mendoza whose telephone number is (703) 305-7345. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:00am to 5:00pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Teresa Walberg, can be reached at (703) 308-1327. The USPTO official fax number 
is (703) 872-9306. 




RM ToresaWalbarg 
April 1 4, 2004 Supervisory Patent Examiner 
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